Pellucid marginal degeneration and scleroderma.
Systemic scleroderma is a progressive multi-system connective tissue disease. Ocular involvement includes keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive shallowing of conjunctival fornices, peripheral ulcerative keratitis and eyelid tightness. No association has been reported between scleroderma and pellucid marginal degeneration, which is a rare bilateral corneal ectasia. Pellucid marginal degeneration is characterised by non-inflammatory and progressive peripheral corneal thinning inferiorly, often with high against-the-rule astigmatism. We report a case of a 55-year-old woman with systemic scleroderma who presented with rapidly progressing against-the-rule astigmatism. The differential diagnosis of peripheral corneal thinning and the challenge of the surgical management of pellucid marginal degeneration are briefly discussed.